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SUBJECT: Meeting with AHAM on Alternative Refrigeranz Safetyv

DATE OF MEETING: May 24, 1995

LOG_ENTRY SOURCE: Roy Deppa, ESME

COMMISSION ATTENDEES; Roy W. Deppa, ESMEZED
COMMISSION ATTENDEES; 2

NON - COMMISSION ATTENDEES: Representatives of the Associatiqn cf
Home Appliance Manufacturers and a number of their member firms.

Attendance varied during the meeting, and no attendance list was
provided.

SUMMARY OF MEETING:
SL2abny VY MEETING:

The focus of the meeting was educaticnal; the member firms of
#HAM regquested the meeting to provide information to CPSC to
SOL1CLit agency assistance in addressing a potential safety issue.
The meeting had been planned as a regularly-scheduled meeting of

the Rule 608 Task Force, but was opened for Cpse (and public)
participation,

The meeting agenda was distributed :the day pricr to the
meeting and is attached,
e discussion was Very unstructured, but focused o= the
of flammable replacements for CFC refrigerants in consumer
) The requirements of the worldwide agreements to phase
8 has led to the Possible future use of hydrocarbons as
nts, with potential hazardous conditions resulting.
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The program for approval of alternatives resides at EPA under

NAP (Significant New Alternatives Program). Soms chemizale
€n approved, and others may be in the approval proceszs thas

Se of concern for consumer products. UL has a drafr aprencix

- 250 for OEM equipment that is still in the revisw process

-ternative must undergc a fermal hazs-= aggessmant, and -“hav

ET2.l scme gqusstion as to what agencies will perfaorm =i
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The "safety environments" of domestic refrigerators are:
plant/manufacturing QOSHA
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3. Tonsumer CBsC
4, Sservice ?
5 disposal ?

Studies on S5afety have been performed by German institutions, MITI,
DuPent, and uL (for EPA). Most of the issues have been on energy
LO ignite, or cause an explosion.

There is a feeling in the AHAM membership that there is a
"lack of ownership" by government agencies of the safety issues for
consumers. They believe that EPA will look to the other agencies
for support on the safety issues. They are frustrated by their
inability to get to the EpA decision-making process on the matter
0of the safety issue, and are looking to CPSC for help in surfacing
this matter. It ig their belief that it ig best if HCs are not
added to the mix of refrigerants identified for use in consumer
use.



